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From the Dean

Dear Colleagues & Friends,

It was a beautiful service at LaGrave Christian Reformed

Church on Monday, February 15" that served to honor Dr.

Larry Visser as our Grand Rapids Chapter Composer of the

Year . Al t hough | know a few
were new to me that evening. I thought that the variety of cho-

ral, organ, and hymn arrangements was excellent, and I greatly
enjoyed the music in the context of a worship service. Dr. Vis-

ser planned this program and served as the organist on his
Ahomeo bench. A Chapter din
attended by several hundred people.

Our meeting this month will be held on Monday, Mar. 15" at
Second Congregational Church where Stewart Wayne Foster
will present a workshop on performing French music on Ameri-
can organs. Mr. Foster serves as the Organist at First Congre-
gational Church in Los Angeles, home to the largest church
pipe organ in the world. He will share his expertise in registra-
tion gleaned while studying in France. Please note that he will
perform a recital at Second Congregational Church the day
prior i Sunday, March 14™ at 4:00 pm.

I look forward to seeing you on March 15™.

Cheers,

Jim Metzler, Dean
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March 15 Meeting

Stewart Wayne Foster (Organist of First Congrega-

tional Church, Los Angeles) presents a workshop on
performing French organ music on American organs
at Second Congregational Church. Second Church is

located at 525 Cheshire Dr. N.E.

As usual, wedll Dbegin
Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. ($15). The pro-
gram will begin at 8:00. Please call Errol Shewman
(456.9232) with your dinner reservation if you have
not been contacted by Wednesday, March 10.

MUSIC PRACTITIONER COURSE COMES TO
GRAND RAPIDS

A lively and transforming course of study for instru-
mentalists and/or vocalists is coming to GR. It will
lead to certification as a Certified Music Practitioner,
employed to provide live, therapeutic music at the
bedside or ill or dying patients in many different
types of healthcare facilities to create a healing and
nurturing environment.

The course is taught in five weekend modules. Mod-
ule One is March 20-21, and will be held at St. Paul's
United Methodist Church, Breton Rd., SE. (The four
successive modules will be held every other

month on the third weekend of the month.)

For local information, contact Michigan Area Coordi-
nator Phyllis Miner at (616) 698-6238 or har-
pyminer@gmail.com

For course descriptions and program details, check
the web site www.mhtp.org

at

Events of Interest

Tuesdays at Park Congregational Church (Free
concerts)
Half hour recitals at 12:15 p.m. Lunch is also avail-
able at the church from 11:15-1:30 (Soup, Salad bar,
Bread, Cookie and Beverage for $5).

March 2, 2010 - David Troiano, Organ

March 9, 2010 - Don Sikkema, Baritone

March 16, 2010 - Chris Dekker, Organ

March 23, 2010 - Folias Flute and Guitar Duo

March 30, 2010 - Joel Gary, Organ

Sunday, March 7, 3:00 pm,
Trinity Lutheran Church.

Dr. Elizabeth Claar will pre-
sent a harpsichord recital
celebrating
newly refurbished harpsi-
chord by David Sutherland
of@nn é@)or. Khe Will play/
works of Bach, Handel,
Vivaldi, Scarlatti, and
Scheidt. A reception will
follow in the church parlor.
The performance is free and
open to the public. Trinity
Lutheran Church is located at 2700 East Fulton, be-
tween Robinson Road and Fulton just off the East
Beltline.

Sunday, March 14, 2010, 4pm Second Congrega-
tional Church of Grand Rapids.
Internationally-known concert organist Stewart
Wayne Foster, Organist-In-Residence at the First
Congregational Church of Los Angeles, will present
a recital on the Reuter sanctuary organ. Mr. Foster, a
recipient of numerous awards and prizes, has been
praised by critics worldwide for his technique, musi-
cal expression, and virtuosic command of the or-
gan. A free-will offering will be received, and a
reception will follow. This concert is part of the
2009-2010 concert series entitled Jubilation! cele-
brating the 10th anniversary of the installation of
our magnificent Reuter Organ. All are welcome to
help us celebrate this special occasion, and admis-
sion is free! Free-will donations will be accepted at
each of the concerts to ensure the success of future
recitals. If you would like to become a Friend,
Patron, or a Benefactor of the series, please con-
tact Director of Music Ministries Christopher Dekker.
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Events (cont.)

Sunday, March 14, 7:30 pm. Choral Concert and
Art Exhibit, Second Reformed Church, Zeeland
All are invited to a concert presented by the Hope
College Chapel Choir. The concert is in conjunction
with the opening of an art exhibit focusing on the
story of the Prodigal Son. The Father & His Two
Sonshighlights art that Larry and Mary Gerbens
have collected, along with original commissions
from contemporary artists. The exhibit is on loan
from Calvin College. Concertgoers are encouraged
to arrive early and stay afterward to view the ex-
hibit in the Gathering Place, which runs from
March 147 May 16.

Palm Sunday, March 28, 4:00 pm. Park Congre-
gational Church, 10 E. Park Place. Park Church
Chancel Choir peThéOrucims
fixion . Free.

Sunday, March 28, 7:00 pm. Westminster Sanctu-
ary Choir and Orchestra, directed by Helen Hawley,
wi || perform fARequi emod
lished in 2008, at Westminster Presbyterian Church,
47 Jefferson S.E., Grand Rapids, MI, 49503.

Monday, March 29, 7:00 pm. Park Congrega-
tional Church. Todd Wilson (Cleveland Institute of
Musi c) per f or nite Sthdonsok |
the Crosswith the reading of poetry of Paul

Claudel. Free.

Free Downloads of Bach

The complete organ works of Johann Sebastian
Bach, recorded by

James Kibbie on original
baroque organs in Ger-
many, are now available
as free internet
downloads. The University
of Michigan's Block M Re-
cords label is offering free
downloads of all 270 Bach
works in MP3 and high
audio-quality formats at
www.blockmrecords.org/
bach. James Kib-

bie recorded the series on seven historic organs by
Silbermann, Schnitger, Trost, Bielfeldt, and
Hildebrandt. To date, there have been approxi-
mately half a million downloads from the site.

Position Postings

Director of Music Ministries. Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan is seeking ap-
plicants for a Director of Music Ministries. Half-time
to full-time. Duties defined by interest and skill set.
Salary commensurate with skills and experience. Pro-
gram includes organist, adult/children/youth vocal
and handbell choir director(s), concert series, and
more. Full job description at www.grtumc.org T visit
web site for details and to apply.

Volunteer Accompanist Needed

Potters House Christian School is looking for one or
two volunteer accompanists that could help out in
choir classes a couple of hours at a time during school
hours. If you have a heart for children and feel a tug
toward responding to this invitation, please contact
dh@irttifectod Anfa iCIBuE By Onfail
(cloudnine98765@hotmail.com) for scheduling possi-
bilities. Potters House is located at 810 Van Raalte
Dr SW, off Grandville Ave.; phone 616-241-5202.

by Mack Wil berg,

Baldwin Organ Available

A Baldwin (model Howard D-911; 2 manuals and full
pedal) is available for donation to a church; the How-
ard Classical Organ Series features digital sampling
@c@r@lpg@ g aso has MIDI. Purchased in 1990, and
used daily until recently. Looks like new. Contact:
David L. Roodvoets in Montague; Phone 231-893-
1291; Cell: 614-519-0761; email I1dlrcon-
sul@charter.net .

pub -

Steinway Piano Available

Style O, rebuilt by James Reeder in 1999, 5' 10". Ba-
sic black case. Well-maintained. This is a beautiful
instrument for the serious pianist. Inquiries to

piad40@att.net.

Member News

Congratulations to Jan Koop who was just awarded a
$200,000 grant from the Michigan Department of
Education to provide professional development in
mathematics to 41 educators over the next year and a
half. With this grant, Jan will be working with God-
frey-Lee Public Schools, whose administration and
teachers are very eager to participate. Their entire 1st-
Sth grade teaching staff will be joined by teachers
from Holy Name of Jesus and Westside Christian.
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IN MEMORIAM

Gail Walton, director of musi
at the University of Notre
Dameds Basi
Heart, died yesterday
(February 25, 2010) at the
Indianapolis University Medid
Center after a long illness. S
was 55 years old.

Walton had served as directd
of music in the Basilica since
1988, directing the Notre Dame Liturgical Choir as
well as the Basilica Schola, which she founded in
1989. She frequently played dual recitals with her
husband, organist and Notre Dame music professor
Craig Cramer.

A funeral mass will be celebrated at 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day (March 2) in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart.

What 6s Your Art?

There is a new website just rolled out in Grand
Rapids that intends to be one-stop-shopping for
information about arts events happening in the
area. There is a link to our Grand Rapids AGO
Chapter website and we can have our events
listed on the whatsyourartgr.com website. Check
it out.

[FURGUAY, MACH 1
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