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Dear Colleagues & Friends, 

 
Our March meeting was held on the 15th at Second Congregational 

Church where Stuart Wayne Foster (Organist of First Congregational 

Church, Los Angeles) gave a class on registering French organ music 

on American organs.  His presentation was very well done, and his 

playing of musical examples with suggested registrations was educa-

tional.  The handout (which included stoplists of several French or-

gans from the Baroque period to the 20th Century) took me back to 

my undergraduate days at Westminster Choir College when Larry 

Phelps (Casavant Freres) taught a class about organ design.  The thick 

packet of organ stoplists was set up chronologically so that we could 

see how organ building gradually evolved over the centuries.  My 

sense was that everyone who attended Wayne Fosterõs class that 

night came away with new knowledge about registration choices that 

they could employ on their own instrument.   

 
Our April meeting will be held on Monday, April 12th at Park Congre-

gational Church.  Peter Stoltzfus Berton, Organist and Choir Direc-

tor at All Saints Episcopal Church in Worcester, Massachusetts will 

present a masterclass on choir training.  Please bring your best sing-

ing voice, as chapter members will be the choir.  Peter will vocalize 

us, and then teach us a few anthems using his choral methodology.  

He has rebuilt the choir of Men & Boys and the St. Cecilia Girlõs 

Choir at All Saints Church during his six years there, and they are 

now flourishing. Previously, he served as 

Gerre Hancockõs assistant at Saint Thomas 

Fifth Avenue in New York City.  Please note 

that Mr. Berton will play a recital at Park 

Church on Sunday, April 11th at 7:00 pm. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on April 12th! 

 

Cheers, 

 

Jim Metzler, Dean 
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April Chapter Meeting  
  
Take note that our meeting this 

month is one week earlier than 

usual. Peter Stoltzfus Berton 

will present a masterclass on 

choir training at Park Congre-

gational Church. As usual we 

will meet at 6:30 p.m. for punch 

with dinner ($15) following at 

7:00 p.m. and the program at 

8:00 p.m.  If you have not been 

called by an executive commit-

tee member for your reservation by Wednesday, April 7, 

please call Eroll Shewman at 456-9232. 
 

 

Events of Interest 

 
Sunday, April 11th at 7:00 pm ï Peter Stoltzfus Berton, 

Organist and Choir Director at All Saints Episcopal 

Church in Worcester, Massachusetts will present an 

organ recital at Park Congregational Church, 10 East 

Park Place NE in downtown Grand Rapids.  His pro-

gram will include Bachôs Prelude and Fugue in E flat 

(St. Anne), Mendelssohnôs Sonata in F minor, 

Widorôs Symphonie Romane and Vierneôs Carillon de 

Westminster.  FREE and open to the public. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC AT MID -DAY 
 

Tuesdays at Park Congregational Church 

Half hour recitals at 12:15 p.m. Lunch is also available at 

the church from 11:15-1:30 (Soup, Salad, and Dessert for 

$5).  

 April 6 ï Kim Hall, piano  

April 13 ï Peter Stoltzfus Berton, organ  

April 20 ï Mike Bennett, clarinet  

April 27 ï David Schout, organ 

 

 

 

New Chaplain Appointed 

 
The Rev. Herman Keizer, Jr. 

has consented to be the chap-

lain of the Grand Rapids 

Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists. 

 
Herman Keizer, Jr., a retired 

Army Chaplain Colonel, re-

cently retired as the Director 

of Chaplaincy Ministries for 

the Christian Reformed 

Church in North America.  He 

assumed that position in April 

2002.  
 

Chaplain Keizer has been a minister in the Christian Re-

formed Church in North America since his ordination in 

1968.  Commissioned as a Chaplain in 1968, his assign-

ments include: service in Vietnam (He was wounded 

twice ï once in a rocket attack on a fire-base in Cambodia 

and once in a helicopter accident on An Khe); as Officer 

in Charge of the Drug Abuse Prevention and Control 

Training Center; GE; as faculty member at the Chaplain 

School; as Division Chaplain, 25th Infantry Division, Ex-

ecutive Director, Armed Forces Chaplains Board, Depart-

ment of Defense; and as Command Chaplain, United 

States European Command, Stuttgart, GE. Chaplain 

(Colonel) Herman Keizer, Jr. reached mandatory retire-

ment with 30 years in 1998.  He was retired and was re-

called to serve as Military Assistant for Leadership and 

Human Relations to the Assistant Secretary of the Army 

(ASAM&RA) In July 2000 he became the Military Advi-

sor to the Ambassador for International Religious Free-

dom, Department of State. He has served as the chair of 

the National Conference on Ministry to the Armed Forces 

(NCMAF). 

 

Chaplain Keizerôs awards and decorations include the 

Defense Superior Service Medal (1OLC); Legion of Merit 

(4 OLC); Soldierôs Medal; Bronze Star Medal (5OLC) 

and V Device; Purple Heart; Meritorious Service Medal 

3OLC); and the Air Medal (3). He also received the Supe-

rior Honor Award from the Department of State. 

 

In May, 2000, Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan 

named Chaplain Keizer a Distinguished Alumni and in 

May 2003, Calvin Theological Seminary named him a 

Distinguished Alumni. 

 

Chaplain Keizer is married to Ardis. They have two adult 

sons, Bryan Jay and Randall Lee.  
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Job Openings 
  

Grandville United Methodist Church located at 3140 

Wilson Ave. S.W. is seeking a person or persons to 

replace Bob Cobb who is retiring at the end of May. 

 

Music Director 

Approximate average weekly hours: 5 

Provide Music Leadership including selection of ap-

propriate hymns, lining up performers for occasional 

and summertime music, providing support for the 

Choir Directors. 

Bachelorôs degree in Music with a minimum of two 

years as a Music Director. 

  

Chancel Choir Director 

Approximate average weekly hours: 5 

Provide music direction for the Chancel Choir during 

weekly service and select music and give direction 

during a 1-1/2 hour weekly practice. 

Bachelorôs degree in Music with a minimum of two 

years piano study. 

  

Organist 

Approximate average weekly hours: 8 

Prepare and perform organ voluntaries for weekly 

worship services and seasonal concerts. Submit a list 

of music titles to the Music Director for printing in 

the bulletin along with other duties. 

Bachelorôs degree in either Organ Performance or in 

Music Education. 

  

Childrenôs Choir Director 

Approximate average weekly hours: 3 

Provide music direction for the Childrenôs Choir dur-

ing weekly practice and select music for special per-

formances and programs. 

Bachelorôs degree in Music with a minimum of two 

years piano study. 

  

The above positions could be combined depending 

on the qualifications of the applicant. 
  

A complete job description is available upon request 

via email 3140swilson@sbcglobal.net attention 

Robin.  The church website is: 

 http://www.grandvilleumc.com 

 

Pipe Organ Encounter 
 
We have had a communication from  Andrew Pe-

ters, the director of the Pipe Organ Encounter in St. 

Louis MO from June 13-18.  ñWe are trying to get 

word out to attract more students to our pro-

gram.  Guest faculty during the week include Mi-

chael Bauer, Doug Cleveland, Carla Edwards, 

Wilma Jensen, and Chris Marks. ñ  For more infor-

mation see:  www.agostlouis.org/poe 

 

Elections 

 
At our May meeting we will hold elections for a 

new Dean and one Executive Committee member. 

Nominated for these positions are Larry Biser for 

Dean and Ardis Keizer and Timothy Jansen to fill 

one three year position on the Executive Commit-

tee.  Next monthôs Cipher will have biographies of 

each of these people.  Thanks to the nominating 

committee consisting of Lois Ripma, chair, How-

ard Slenk and Janet Van Dyke. 

 
Continuing officers will be Irene Beethe, Secretary 

and Eroll Shewman, treasurer. Serving on the EC 

through 2011 are Joel Gary, Helen Hawley and 

Jonathan Tuuk. Serving through 2012 are Marilyn 

Ossentjuk and John Tiemstra. 

 

Inaugural Recital 

 
The Schantz Organ 

Company and St. Jo-

sephôs Catholic 

Church of Battle 

Creek are pleased to 

announce  the inaugu-

ral recital of the new 

Schantz Pipe Organ. 

 
Guest artist Roger 

Nyquist will be heard 

in recital on Friday, April 9, 2010 at 7:00 pm.  Nyquist 

has been hailed as ña stimulating artist, full of alertness, 

flexibility, and imagination.ò  Fanfare Magazine 

 

The new two-manual, twenty-one rank organ is situated 

in a case in the rear gallery of St. Josephôs Church lo-

cated at 61ð23rd St. North, in Battle Creek. For further 

information contact the parish office at 269-962-0165. 
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