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From the Dean

Dear Colleagues & Friends,

Our April meeting was held on the 12th at Park Congregational Church
where Peter Stoltzfus Berton, Organist and Choir Director of All Saints
Episcopal Church in Worcester, Massachusetts led a workshop on choral
techniques using our chapter membership as the choir. Peter demon-
strated basic methods of choir training that we could all use in our re-
hearsals. His ideas were delivered with a smile and good humor T two
elements that are guaranteed to keep our singers engaged as they learn.
Several anthems were used to present concepts on diction/pronunciation
or thythmic issues. Peter also played recordings of an anthem by Richard
Webster (which we had rehearsed in part) that demonstrated the
Afinishedod product Everyone
information that they could put into practice at their own rehearsals.

Our May meeting will be held on Monday the 17th at Westminster Pres-
byterian Church beginning at 8:00 pm. Cliff Hill of Cliff Hill Music
Company from the Cleveland area will present a choral music reading
session. We will sing through a packet of music that every chapter mem-
ber will be able to take home free of charge. I have known Cliff for many
years and have used his company for my music ordering for two decades.
He previously was in charge of the classical sheet music department at
the Princeton University Store in New Jersey. I hope that we will have a
great turnout for this meeting, and for the dinner that precedes it at 7:00
pm.

It has been a pleasure serving as Dean of the Grand Rapids Chapter AGO
for the past year. Thank you for your support and encouragement! We
are an organization of talented people who will continue to promote the
best in sacred music as we share our enthusiasm
with others as we tra
I will look forward to seeing you on May 17th!
Cheers,

Jim Metzler, Dean
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May Meeting

Monday, May 17th will be our final meeting of the year.
CIiff Hill of Cliff Hill Music Company will present a choral
reading session which will include a packet of choral music
for each member to take home. Cliff is one of the most
knowledgeable persons on choral repertoire and will cer-
tainly impart valuable insights for us. The meeting is at
Westminster Presbyterian Church located at 47 Jefferson
Ave. Grand Rapids. As usual, there will be punch at 6:30,
dinner at 7:00 and program at 8:00. If you have not been
called for your reservation by Wednesday, May 12, please
call Errol Shewman at 456-9232.

The organ at Westminster Presbyterian, Aeolian-Skinner
Opus 965, built in 1937, has been recently rebuilt and ex-
panded from 40 to 58 ranks by the Lauck Pipe Organ Com-
pany. You may see the new specification as well as pictures
on our website at:
http://www.grago.org/organs/doc/westminster pres.htm

A Note from our Registrar and Membership
Coordinator

May marks the end of our active meeting season. I will be
handing out as many renewal forms as I can at the meeting
on May 17th, to save the Chapter the postage costs. The
AGO year ends on June 30, and the new year starts July

1. We will be processing renewals until the middle of Au-
gust.

Thanks.
Bob Housekamp

A Note from our District Convener, Eileen
Hoogterp

Encourage your chapters to take an active role in the up-
coming National Council Election for AGO. The official
ballot was enclosed in the April 2010 TAO at the center-
fold, however, the preferred method of voting is by doing so
on-line. All voting will be complete by June 1. Results will
be announced and new officers installed at the 2010 Annual
Meeting of the Guild on Wednesday, July 7, 2010, in Wash-
ington DC. Thank you so much for promoting this most
important action via any method of communication(s) that
work for you and your chapter! online: from your web
browser: https://www.intelliscaninc.net/ AGO/2010. Fol-
low the directions online.

Events of Interest

Monday, May 3, 7:30, Susan DeKam in recital at the
Pillar Church at the corner of Ninth and College, down-
town Holland. Susan is currently "Artist-in Residence" at
St Luke's Episcopal Church in Dallas Texas. She will also
be one of the participants in the Tulip Time concerts at
Dimnent Chapel on the campus of Hope College.

Friday, May 7, 7:30 pm, The Liberation Choir with
organists Martin Mans and Dan Kwekel, First United
Methodist Church,, 227 East Fulton, Grand Rapids. $10
tickets contact Dan Kwekel, 616-554-3345

Saturday, May 8, 7:00 pm, The Liberation Choir(see
above) Central Avenue Christian Reformed Church,
259 Central Avenue, Holland. $10 contact Dan Kwekel,
616-554-3345

Monday, May 10, Bach around the Block in Kalama-
Z00,beginning at 7:00 PM.

First Baptist Church:
1  Stephen White, organ: Two Canons from the Musical
Offering; No. 8 Canon perpetuus; No. 10 Canon a 4

1 The Antwerp Ensemble: Mary Forrester, recorder;
Rick Johnson, recorder; Mary Ross, viol; Barbara
Hong, organ; Linda Mack, organ

First Congregational Church:

9 Janet Hill, organ with oboe The Aspire Ensemble
Saraband and Polonaise with Double from Suite in b

minor. Colin Brown, transverse flute; Carolyn Hiestand,

organ

St. Luke's Episcopal Church:
1 Kent Hill, organ

9 Eric Strand, harpsichord

9 Jaqueline Stilger, organ

Sunday, May 23, 4:00 pm, Chancel Choirs of Second
Congregational and Park Congregational Churcheat
Second Congregational Church, 525 Cheshire Dr. N.E.
Music of John Rutter, including RequiemChris Dekker,
organist and pianist; Jim Metzler, director. Free-will offer-

ing.

Sunday, May 23, 5:00 pm, Bruce Klandermanin an
Ascension/Pentecost Hymn Festival Service at Calvin
Christian Reformed Church, 700 Ethel SE, with parking
off Franklin Street between Plymouth and Giddings.
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Annual Tulip Time Recital Series

Come for recitals from May 4-8, in the Dimnent Memo-
rial Chapel at Hope College.

Recitals will be held every half hour, 10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(last recital starting at 1:30)

Participants this year include Leah Hottel, Chris Dekker,
Abbie Rockwood, Richard Newman, Susan DeKam,
David Schout, Peter Kurdziel, Linda Strouf, Patti Pratt,
Marie Blauwkamp, Huw Lewis, and Elizabeth Claar.
Check the Hope College website for details of the sched-
ule (www.hope.edu).

Pillar Church Summer Recital Schedule

clip and save
Here are the performers and dates for this year's schedule.
All recitals will be at 12:15 p.m. at the historic Pillar
Church, at the corner of Ninth Street and College Avenue
in downtown Holland.

June2  Kenneth Bos

June 9 Fredric DeHaven
June 16  Johannes Muller Stosch
June 23 Richard VanOss
June 30  Huw Lewis

July 7 Marie Blauwkamp
July 14  Timothy Jansen
July 21  Robert Jordan
July 28  Solee Lee-Clark
Aug. 4  Marilyn Ossentjuk
Aug. 11 Linda Strouf
Aug. 18 Jonathan Tuuk
Aug. 25 Joy Schroeder

Music at Mid-Day

Tuesdays at 12:15 pm. Park Congregational Church.
Lunch is also available from 11:15-1:30 (Soup, Salad and
Dessert for $5). FREE

I May 4 - ma non troppo (instrumental trio)

1 May 11 - Grandville Middle School Seventh Grade
Jazz Band

1 May 18 - Jonathan Tuuk, organ (last concert until
September 21)

Congratulations to the
Southwest Michigan Chapter of AGO!

Barbara Hong, Dean, announced that their proposal to host
the 2013 Region V AGO convention in Kalamazoo has
been accepted. Congratulations!

Thanks

Thanks to The Rev. William
DeVries who has served as Chaplain #%
of our AGO Chapter for the last F
number of years. We appreciate his
service as we welcome The Rev.

Herm Keizer as our new Chaplain.

Thanks

Thanks also to Lois Ripma who is retiring from the Execu-
tive Council this year. Lois has served as Council member
as well as Secretary and has been the Chair of the Nomi-
nating Committee for this year. Lois also designed and
crafted our Chapter Banner and sees to it that it is dis-
played at each meeting. Thanks for all you do, Lois.

Pipe Organ Encounter

June 21-26, 2010
BLOOMINGTON CHAPTER
Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana

David K. Lamb, DM, CAGO
First United Methodist Church
618 Eighth Street

Columbus, IN 47201
8123764139
lambd61@sbcglobal.net
www.music.indiana.edu/department/organ/ago.shtmi

Free Shoes

Lois Ripma has a pair of Tic Tac Toes Organ
Shoes that have only a couple of years use. They
are black in size 7. Contact Lois at 530-1712.



mailto:lambd61@sbcglobal.net
http://www.music.indiana.edu/department/organ/ago.shtml

piano study.

Mamrelund Lutheran Church , Kent City, Michi-
gan is seeking applicants for Director of Music Our rural,
ELCA congregation is nestled among farmland and or-
chards on Fruit Ridge 20 minutes north of Grand Rap-
ids . Ideal candidate will be experienced in organ and piano
for churches, leading church choir and coordinating music
for praise team. Duties require 10-15 hours per week and
include the following for multiple Sunday worship services:
Organist for traditional worship
Leading choir for traditional worship
Coordinating music and practice of praise team for
contemporary worship
Playing piano/keyboard for contemporary worship
Providing musical support for special services,
funerals, weddings, etc.
Depending on skill set, and ability to fulfill all require-
ments of the position, salary range is $11-14,000. Appli-

cants qualified only for either church organist or directing - . .
church choir may also apply. Applicants are invited to sub- The above positions could be combined depending on

mit a |l etter of interest ant@eqlrjagfigaﬂoH?eo%the3qpliceanrual i ficati
to: Leonard Dahlgren, Pastor, Mamrelund Lutheran Church,

4085 Lutheran Church Road, Kent City , MI 49330, Ph: 616 A complete job description is available upon request via
_887-8873 ’ ’ ’ email 3140swilson@sbcglobal.net attention Robin Bal-

lou, Church Secretary, Grandville United Methodist
Church 616-538-3070

Organist

Approximate average weekly hours: 8

Prepare and perform organ voluntaries for weekly worship
services and seasonal concerts. Submit a list of music titles
to the Music Director for printing in the bulletin along with
other duties.

sic Education.

Childrenés Choir Director
Approximate average weekly hours: 3

Provide music direction f
weekly practice and select music for special performances
and programs.

Bachel orés degree in Musi
piano study.

Clark Retirement Community, at 1551 Franklin St.
SE in Grand Rapids, needs a volunteer choir director to lead

our choir of about 20 residents, beginning in September, Grand Rapids AGO Election

2010. Currently, the choir rehearses on Wednesday morn-
ings at 10:00 a.m., and they sing for our Sunday afternoon

chapel services at 3: 00 p.|] Wewillhold elections for officers and one new Executive
for someone who wants to share their talents with a very Council member at our meeting on May 17. If you would
appreciative group of senior citizens. If interested in learn- like to vote by mail, complete this ballot and send it to:
ing more about this opportunity, please contact Rev. Ed

Perkins, Chaplain, by e-mail at edp@clarkretirement.org or Lois Ripma

by telephone at (616) 452-1568 ext.104. 3965 Johnson Lane S.W.

' i - Grandville, MI 49418-2476
Grandville United Methodist Church. Our church randvite,

organist and choir director, Bob Cobb, will be retiring at Officers: Vote for one for each office
the end of May and we are in the process of posting the '

openings and looking for his replacement. [ PREEBl IS

Music Director [ ] Secretary: Irene Beethe

Approximate average weekly hours: 5

Provide Music Leadership including selection of appropri-
ate hymns, lining up performers for occasional and sum-
mertime music, providing support for the Choir Directors.
Bachel ordéds degree in Musid
a Music Director.

[ ] Treasurer: Errol Shewman
Executive Council: vote for one
[ 1 Ardis Keizer

Chancel Choir Director [ ] Timothy Jansen

Approximate average weekly hours: 5

Provide music direction for the Chancel Choir during
weekly service and select music and give direction during a later than May 14, 2010.
1-1/2 hour weekly practice.

All mailed ballots must be received by Lois Ripma no

Page 4 The Cipher
Position Postings Bachelords degree in Musif wi

Bachel oréds degree in eithler C

Jor t

Ic wi

gns (

rft uni



mailto:edp@clarkretirement.org
mailto:3140swilson@sbcglobal.net

Page 5 The Cipher

20100 2011 Election of Officers and Executive Board Members

Election of Officers and Board Members will take place at the meeting on May 17, 2010

: Tallinn, EstoniaMr. Biser has also led choral tours ¢f
Officers Great Britain, the Netherlands and Belgium with thI
combined choirs of East Church, Park Church, Cerftral

Deann Larry Biser Reformed and Second Congregational Churches.
Larry G. Biser, is a gradua
of Westminster Choir Col-|
lege of Rider University in
Princeton, New Jersey.
While a student there, he
sang under notable condu
tors of the day and toured
with the world famous
Westminster Choir. Al-

though his major degree is

Mr. Biser is currently Adjunct Associate Professor qf
Music at Aquinas College where he teaches musicjhis-
tory, music appreciation, organ, and conducts their
chamber choir.In addition, he accompanies the chi
dren's choirs and directs the handbell choirs at Trirn

Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids.

ty

Secretary i Irene Beethe

in organ, his minor was in voice. Mr. Biser also Irene Beethe was born in
holds a Master of Church Music Degree from Con- Saginaw, Michigan, in 1954.
cordia University, ChicagoAt Concordia, Mr. Bi- During high school she studiec

organ with Dr. Roberta Bit-
good, Rudy Puhlman, William

His vocal study began while in high school and con-Bade, and Dr. Page Long. Sh
tinued during college. Since that time, he has stud- received her Bachelor of Sci-

ied privately with Stanley Kolk in Grand Rapids, ~ ence degree (music emphasis
Michigan. Mr. Biser's conducting studies were with from Concordia University Ne-
Paul Boepple, Elaine Brown, and George Lynn at  braska in 1976, studying orga
Westminster Choir College and Kirsten Hede- with Dr. Charles W. Ore. In 2007 she received her
gaard at Concordia University. His organ studies ~ Master of Church Music Degree (organ emphasis)
have been with Eugene Roan and Joan Lippincott affom Concordia University Wisconsin, under the tute-
Westminster Choir College, William Watkins of lage of Dr. John A. Behnke.
Washington, DCand Dr. Steven Wente at Con-

cordia University. He served churches in Arlington  In addition to being an organist, she has directed jocal
and Norfolk, Virginia, before coming to East Con- and handbell choirs in several Lutheran congregatipns

gregational United Church of Christ in September  in Michigan and Wisconsin. She currently serves gs
of 1969. He retired from that position in August, organist/music coordinator at Immanuel Lutheran
2009. Church in Grand Rapids. Irene has served the

GRAGO as secretary for the past year.

ser concentrated in choral conducting.

From 1981 until 2006 Mr. Biser was tiMusic Di-
rector and Conductor of the Chamber Choir of Treasurer i Errol Shewman
Grand Rapids. In 1990, the choir toured Austria

and Hungary. In 1995, he was invited to take the  Errol Shewman has been the faith
choir to Salt Lake City, where they performed with treasurer of our Grand Rapids

the world famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Mr.  Chapter for many years. He is on
Biser was afforded the unique privilege of conduct- the staff of the Frederick Meijer
ing the combined choirs for their national Sunday  Gardens. This past December Errg
morning broadcast. In 1999, Mr. Biser and The also gave his 25th performance ag
Chamber Choir of Grand Rapids toured and pre-  Dr. Drosselmeyer inThe Nutcracke
sented concerts in St. Petersburg, Novgarod, and  with the Grand Rapids Ballet.
Pushkin, Russia, as well as in Helsinki, Finland, and




Executive Board Member

We will elect one person from these two to serve a
3 year term.

Ardis Keizer

Ardis was born to John and
Hermina Groeneveld in Muske
gon Heights, MI. Her mother
was a stay at home mother wh
played the piano and organ an
influenced Ardis to learn to
play. She learned to play the
piano and the organ and bega
playing for the church services
when she was in her teens. Th
musical ability was used in many worship services on
many military camps and stations. She attended Calvin
College, in Grand Rapids Michigan and graduated from

nursesd training at

At Calvin College she met Herman Keizer. They became
engaged the year Herman was drafteBebruary 22,
1962. They were married, April 4, 1964, at Calvin Theo-

logical Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Ardis worked

while Herman attended Calvin Seminary. They have two
adult sons, Bryan Jay and Randall Lee.

In 1968, Ardis began t he
& a journey that would not end until 34 years later in
March of 2002. She joined him on all of his assignments
except for Vietham. She also nursed Herman back to
health which lasted for 5 months after he was wounded.

Ardis played for both Military and Civilian churches: Civil-

ian churches include Staten Island, New Jersey, Hawaii an%\ppassionat

for many years in Burke Virginia at the CRCNA church.
She played in Military chapels in Stuttgart and Bremer-
haven, Germany; Fort Carson CO; Fort Monmouth, NJ;
Fort Wadsworth, NY; Fort Shafter and Schofield Bar-
racks, HIl. Some of the organs she played in Germany
were magnificent old pipe organs. But it was not a come-
down to play an old Army Pump Organ on Bellows Beach
for a wedding. While on Staten Island she took organ les-
sons at Wagner College. The military allowed Ardis to
play liturgies from Roman Catholic, Episcopal and Lu-
theran churches which she probably would not have in
civilian life.

In 2002, Ardis picked out their retirement home in Grand
Rapids, MI. Just as she signed for the new house, they
discovered that Herman had lwmgincer. She nursed him
back to health and now they live comfortably in Grand

Rapids.
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Timothy J. Jansen

As an Organist, Tim Jansen won the
top honors in the Fontbonne Music
Festival in Organ performance at thd
age of fourteen, and performed on t
winner's recital
OFantasia and Fu
memory. Since then, he has receive
numerous scholarships and awards
organ performance, including the M
sic Teachers National Association
Competition and The Kansas City
Young Artist Award. He has per- Lk I’
formed extensively in the United States and Europe. Mr.

ume
nor

Jansen just performed the complete set of the Organ Sonajas

by Felix Mendelssohn at The Cathedral of St. Andrews. Pripr

to that, he performed an a
Around the Blockdé festival
the Grande Piece Symphonique also at the Cathedral of St
Andrews. In October of 2008, he performed a solo organ
recital at LaGrave Church

and the monumental Durufle Suite. He has performed sev-
eral afternoon recitals at Park Street Church and at Pillar
Church in Holland. Tim is a member of the Grand Rapids
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and was a for-

mer SubDean for the Saint Louis Chapter.

As a Pianist Mr. Jansen has performed throughout the Unifed

States, including concerts in Boston, MA, New York, NY, Sf.

IL and Grand Rapids, MI. His programs have included man
of the great virtuoso masterpieces for the piano, including:
The Liszt B minor Sonata, The Grande Paganini Etudes by
Liszt (complete), Chopinds
| ades by Chopin, Ravel 6s 0
inoffds Second Piano Sonat
nata, just to name a few.

0 Sonata at Park Street Church. Tim can be
on the Sheldonds cl ap

Basilica of St. Adal

heard
t he

Tim is a published composer of Liturgical music through

Morning Star and Alliance Publications. He has written many

works for the St. Louis Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis, MO,
includingthe Canticle Revelation commissioned for the eve
ning prayer service for the papal visitPbdpe John Paul Il to

St. Louis in 1999 and was internationally televised. His mogt

recent commission was a Latin setting of the Magnificat for

bef t

B m

Gasp
p, a
He r

sic

The Church of St. Michael and George (Anglican) in St. Lopis

which had its debut at the St. Louis Priory Arch Abbey in
honor of their fiftieth anniversary celebration.

Mr . Jansen holds the title
Louis Pro Musica. Tim is now the fifth music director at the

Basilica of St. Adalbert in Grand Rapids.
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