
From the Dean 

The Cipher  
The Monthly Newsletter of the Grand Rapids Chapter 

American Guild of Organists 

 

September 2010 

The Executive Committee of  
Grand Rapids AGO  

2009-2010 
  

 Officers  
 

 Larry Biser, Dean 
(lgbiser@att.net) 

 
Irene Beethe, Secretary 

(irene.beethe@gmail.com) 
 

Errol Shewman, Treasurer 
(EShewman@hotmail.com ) 

 
 Council Members at Large  

 
Joel Gary, 2011 

(joel.gary@comcast.net) 
 

Helen Hawley, 2011  
(helenh@westminstergr.com)  

 
Jonathan Tuuk, 2011 

(mcmusic@mayflowerchurch.org)  
 

Marilyn Ossentjuk, 2012 
(mossentjuk@fountainstreet.org) 

 
John Tiemstra, 2012 
(tmst@calvin.edu) 

 
Ardis Keizer, 2013 

(keizerh@msn.com) 
 
 
 
 

 Members Ex -Officio  
 

Emily Brink, Cipher Editor 
(embrink@calvin.edu)  

 
Joel Gary, Education Coordinator 

(joel.gary@comcast.net) 
 

Herman Keizer, Chaplain 
(keizerh@msn.com) 

 
Robert Houskamp,  

Membership Coordinator /Registrar 
   (bobjoan6387@sbcglobal.net) 

 
Dennis Buteyn, Webmaster 
(dlbuteyn@sbcglobal.net) 

 
Verlyn Schultz Photographer  

(vjsgrm@aol.com)  

Dear Friends: 
 
As I begin this year with you as Dean, I am pleased to be part of an organiza-
tion that will present the excellent programs you will see in this edition of the 
Cipher.  The last time I was Dean, I was young and about 75 pounds lighter 
and certainly had more energy!  Now that I am a has-been,  I do have a slight 
bit more time to give the AGO and am anxious to help out however I can.   I 
know we have an excellent group of officers on the Council and I look for-
ward to working with them to make this another great year in our history. 
 
In the past, we have done wonderful things.  The two regional conventions 
were outstanding and our regular programming has always been a Monday 
treat.  I think we have an exciting, vigorous, and active chapter and I want 
that to continue.  Our renewals are running high and I trust those of you who 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾπ
eral notices from our excellent web master, Dennis Buteyn, so we are within 
just a few people of having the membership we did last season.   Please con-
sider your membership to be a priority and if you know another organist who 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎΣ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  
¢ƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ άǘǊȅ ǳǎ ƻƴ ά ǾƛǎƛǘΦ 
 
Check out our website (www.grago.org) for a listing of our programs.  We will 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƪŜƎƻƴκ[ŀƪŜǎƘƻǊŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
Muskegon on September 20th for an organ crawl.   Among the interesting 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as the  Central United Methodist Church.  There are other treats for the eve-
ning as well and an excellent catered dinner for your enjoyment. You should 
note that the price for the dinner this year will be fifteen dollars ($15.00). 
 
Please feel free to send me any comments or information 
for inclusion in the Cipher.  You can send them directly to 
Dennis at dlbuteyn@sbcglobal.net or to me at lgbi-
ser@att.netΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
next issue of the Cipher. 

I hope to see you on September 20 in Muskegon. 
 

Larry Biser, Dean 
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September Meeting 
 
Our opening meeting is in cooperation with the Muskegon Lakeshore Chapter with an Organ Crawl of three 
instruments in Muskegon. We will begin with dinner at the Masonic Temple, located at 396 West Clay Avenue 
in downtown Muskegon.  Dinner will be from 6:30τ7:15.   
 
Following dinner we will go to  the First Church of Christ, Scientist at 500 West 
Western Avenue  where Caron Farmer will demonstrate  Aeolian-Skinner 
Opus 1078 built in 1945. You may find more information about the organ by 
clicking on the link. 

 
 
 
At 8:00 we will go  to Central United Methodist Church at 1011τ2nd 
Street where John Mattson will show us the M.P. Möller organ which was 
originally built in 1929 and rebuilt by Möller in 1965. This organ is now 50 
ranks with 70 stops. 
 
 
 

!ǘ уΥол [ŀǳǊŀ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ 
Church at  1006τ3rd Street. This organ was originally Austin Opus 1625, 
built in 1928 and had a major rebuild and expansion in 2009 by the Lauck 
Pipe Organ company. The organ is now four manuals, 62 stops and 52 ranks. 
We will also have brief service of installation of officers for both chapters at 
this time. 
 
You should receive a call from a member of the Executive Committee for 
your reservation for dinner. The cost for dinner is again $15 for this year. If you have not received a call by 
Wednesday, Sep. 15, call Errol Shewman at 456-9232 to make your reservation. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all at this opening of the 2010-2011 program year. 

October 18 - New organ music for Christmas. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church; Helen Hawley, 
host. 
 
November 15 - Accompaniment workshop with 
Ken Bos.  Calvin Christian Reformed Church; John 
Tiemstra, host. 
 
February 21 ς The Rev. Trygvie Johnson, Dean of 
the Chapel of Hope College, will give a lecture 
with Q & A period on the place of traditional mu-
sic in worship.  First United Methodist Church; 
Mark Loring, host. 

 
March 21 ςQuimby Competition. Mayflower Con-
gregational Church; Jonathan Tuuk, host.  Howard 
Slenk is the contact for the competition. 
 
April 10 ςSunday members recital.  Jim Metzler is 
contact person.  Trinity Lutheran Church; Larry 
Biser, host. 
 
May 16 ςConducting workshop with Nina Nash-
Robertson. Location to be announced. 

PROGRAMS FOR 2010-2011 

http://www.muskegonmasons.org/Home.html
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS363US363&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=muskegon+masonic+temple&fb=1&gl=us&hq=masonic+temple&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&cid=5281831374598335054
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?hl=en&rlz=1R2GGLL_enUS363&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=first+church+of+christ+scientist+muskegon&fb=1&gl=us&hq=first+church+of+christ+scientist&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&cid=13169908420641552644
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?hl=en&rlz=1R2GGLL_enUS363&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=first+church+of+christ+scientist+muskegon&fb=1&gl=us&hq=first+church+of+christ+scientist&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&cid=13169908420641552644
http://aeolian-skinner.110mb.com/Specs/Op01078.html
http://aeolian-skinner.110mb.com/Specs/Op01078.html
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS363US363&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=muskegon+downtown+churches&fb=1&gl=us&hq=churches&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&cid=1652272969231901879
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS363US363&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=muskegon+downtown+churches&fb=1&gl=us&hq=churches&hnear=Muskegon,+MI&cid=1652272969231901879
http://organsociety.bsc.edu/SingleOrganDetails.php?OrganID=46889
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?cid=18412739215971243818&q=&gl=us&ved=0CIMBEMYHSAA&sa=X&ei=1853TNXsH5uANYGW_YIE
http://organsociety.bsc.edu/SingleOrganDetails.php?OrganID=46966

