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I keep thinking how often we are ready as a society to throw out the 

old for the new.  This often applies to the music and organs we all use 

as well.  As I sat listening to the Aeolian Skinner in the Christian Scien-

tist Church in Muskegon last month, I kept thinking of how beautiful 

the sounds were for that room.  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŜȄπ

pecting, but I know what I heard was not exactly what I expected I 

would hear.  How fortunate that, for whatever the reasons, that Ae-

olian Skinner was kept in pristine condition and that sixty-five years 

later is still fills the auditorium with its beauty. 

 

The entire evening was very enjoyable and we extend to Joel Gary 

and our host chapter a hearty thank you for arranging such a delight-

ful evening.  In my younger years, I played the organ in Central United 

Methodist on several occasions and again it was good to hear it in 

such a fine voice.  ¢ƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

Organ by our own Jim Lauck and Jonathan Tuuk was a real treat.  The 

ƻǊƎŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊǘΦ 

 

So last month we heard three instruments of the past, one carefully 

updated, that still are vital and beautiful to hear.  This month we are 

home again at Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Again the organ is 

an Aeolian Skinner of 1937 with additions and alterations by the 

Lauck Organ Company in 2009.  We will have a great opportunity to 

hear the instrument as several of our members put it through its 

paces playing music for the Christmas Season.    

 

Along with the new, I am grateful that we have kept 

some of the old.  I hope that you will join us for the 

meeting at Westminster on October 18 for dinner 

and an evening of delightful Christmas fare. 

 

Larry Biser 
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 AGO MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Thanks to the many of you who have already renewed 
your membershipτor joined for the first time!  You 
should have received your 2010-2011 Chapter Directory 
at our last meeting or in the mail.  But new members 
and renewals are always welcome!  See our website for 
information (http://www.grago.org/chapter/
membership.shtml) or contact our Registrar/
Membership Coordinator Bob Houskamp 
(616.245.3207) and he will be happy to send you the 
information. 
 

St. Cecilia Music Center  
 

Is looking for an organist or organists to play for this 
event on Friday, October 29th.  I have attached the flier 
below so that you can see what it is all about.  What 
they would like to have is someone dressed in costume 
playing the organ in our lobby for the first portion of 
the event (about 2 ½ hours or so starting at 6pm).  We 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ άIŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴέ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
played.  Contact: Carla Messing at 459.2224. 

 

October Program 
 

Our October program is at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, located at 47 Jefferson Ave. S.E.  Members of 
the Grand Rapids Chapter will perform a variety of 
Christmas music. If you have not been called by an 
Executive Council member by Wednesday, October 
13, please call Errol Shewman at 456.9232 to make a 
dinner reservation. 
 

Dinner Reservations 
 
Over the last few years we have been rather lax 
about collecting for dinner reservations made and not 
kept.  If you make a reservation our chapter must pay 
for the dinner whether it is used or not.  If you have 
made a reservation for dinner and for whatever rea-
son cannot come, it is your responsibility to send pay-
ment so that the chapter is not continually going in 
the red for meal costs.  Thank you for your coopera-
tion. 
 

Pipelines 2010 
 
In 1995 the Grand Rapids Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists held its first Pipelines program at 
Central Reformed Church. This is a program introduc-
ing 4th graders from many different schools to the 
pipe organ. Over the years many of our members 
have participated in this important service to the 
community and the furthering of the pipe organ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2010 Pipelines will again be at Central Reformed 
Church on Wednesday, November 3 at 9:30 am. If 
you would like to help please contact Joel Gary at 304
-3749 or joel.gary@comcast.net .  

http://www.grago.org/chapter/membership.shtml
http://www.grago.org/chapter/membership.shtml
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EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 
Music at Midday, Park Congregational Church Half 
hour recitals at 12:15 p.m. Lunch is also available 
at the church from 11:15-1:30 (Soup, Salad bar, 
Bread, Cookie and Beverage for $5). 

October 5 - Mark Loring, organ 
October 12 - Charles Aschbrenner, piano 
October 19 - Chris Dekker, organ 
October 26 - Kalamazoo String Quartet 

 
Friday, October 15, 4:00-5:30, 
Calvin College Chapel:  Organ 
Clinic/Masterclass with Siezte de 
Vries.  Sietze de Vries studied 
organ with Jaap Niewenhuijse at 
the Gouda music school and then 
furthered his education in Gron-
ingen with Johan Beeftink, Jan 
Jongepier and Wim van Beek. In 1994 he was 
awarded the pedagogy diploma (Docerend Mu-
sicus) summa cum laude as the last pupil of Wim 
van Beek and in 1996 received his performance 
diploma (Uitvoerend Musicus) from the Royal Con-
servatory in The Hague, where Jos van der Kooy 
was his teacher. Sietze de Vries concertizes in the 
Netherlands and abroad, touring and teaching 
master classes in Europe and the United States. 
The recipient of many prizes in organ competitions, 
he has recorded numerous CDs of various periods 
and styles. He is increasingly sought after as a 
teacher and composer. This concert of organ im-
provisations will be performed with some audience 
participation.  
 
Friday, October 15, 8:00, Calvin College Chapel.  
Sietze de Vries in recital. Tickets are available at 
the Calvin College Box Office at 616-526-6282. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and free for students and 
children. 
 
Monday, October 18, 2010, 8:00 Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.  For our monthly meeting, 
Chapter members will perform a variety of Christ-
mas music. Brian Bartusch, Greg Crowell, Joel Gary, 
Helen Hawley, Carol McNally, and Jonathan Tuuk 
will each play a piece of his/her favorite Christmas 
music and speak briefly about the piece. 

Tuesday, October 19, 7:30, 
Elizabeth Claar in recital at 
the Pillar Church in down-
town Holland.  Pillar Church 
is located at the corner of 
9th Street and College Ave-
nue.  She will be playing mu-
sic by Bach, Franck and Sow-
erby.  For more information 
call the church at 616-392-
8686.  
 
Saturday, October 23, 2010, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., A 
Choral Retreat For All Who Enjoy Singing with Pearl 
Shangkuan and the Calvin Alumni Choir 
Calvin Theological Seminary Chapel [map],3233 Bur-
ton SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 
Lift up your voices and spirits in song, joining the Cal-
vin Alumni Choir in a morning filled with creative 
ways to improve your musical skills as individuals and 
in community with others. Learn new songs in the 
setting of a large choir under the direction of interna-
tionally respected conducto and clinician, Dr. Pearl 
Shangkuan. Price of $10 includes the music scores 
and, refreshments and the opportunity to sing with a 
nationally recognized choir and conductor!  Register 
for the workshop ($10) on this page or by contacting 
Vicki VanWingerden (616-526-6360 or alum-
nichoir@calvin.edu). 

Saturday, October 23, 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Choral 
Concert: GVSU University Arts Chorale and Cantate 
Chamber Ensemble, Ellen Pool, conductor. read 
more  Location: Cook-DeWitt Center, GVSU Allendale 
Campus 
 
Sunday, October 31, 6:00 p.m., LaGrave Avenue 
Christian Reformed Church 25th Anniversary Refor-
mation Day Festival of Hymns:  άaŀȅ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ .Ŝ 
tǊŀƛǎŜŘέ with guest organist and conductor, Richard 
Webster, who was also commissioned to compose a 
hymn concertato on When Morning Gilds the Skies 
which will be premiered at the festival.  Several addi-
tional pieces by Webster will be featured throughout 
the service.  The Junior and Chancel Choirs will par-
ticipate along with Western Brass, Dr. Larry Visser, 
organist, and Perrin Rynders, timpanist.  
 

http://www.sietzedevries.nl/
http://www.calvin.edu/boxoffice/
http://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=0,0,3611637550477484374&fb=1&hq=calvin+theological+seminary&hnear=East+Grand+Rapids,+MI&gl=us&daddr=3233+Burton+Street+Southeast,+Grand+Rapids,+MI+49546-438
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/music/ensemble/retreat_form.stm
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/music/ensemble/retreat_form.stm
mailto:alumnichoir@calvin.edu
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http://www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar/89667-choral-concert--university-arts-chorale-and-cantate-chamber-ensemble.htm
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  A Note from Craig Cramer 
 
At the moment I am recruiting 
students for our Master of Sa-
cred Music program at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame.  We are 
extremely excited about what is 
going on here. The degree com-
bines music (two organ recitals, 
organ literature, music history) 
and liturgy courses.  There are 
details of the program on the 
website:  http://www.nd.edu/
~msm/ 
 
There are eight organ students in the MSM programτ
four in each class.  The program is extremely competi-
tive (we had eighteen applications last year for four 
slots), and the level of playing is extremely high.  The 
assistantships pay full tuition for two years plus a sti-
pend of $12,500 per year for two years.  Typically a stu-
dent on an assistantship works in the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart on campus. 
 
All students in our MSM program are supported with 
tuition grants.  If you know of any prospective under-
graduate students or others who are not currently en-
rolled in a graduate program, I would appreciate hear-
ing from you.  If you have any names to suggest, I am 
happy to contact them. 
 
Our new Fritts organ and organ hall are stunning.  We 
have an eclectic-style tracker organ in the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart that is also used for teaching, practice, 
and performance.  You can see the Fritts at http://
music.nd.edu/about/facilities/dpacorgan.shtml 
 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in ap-
plying, I am happy to hear from you.  Or, give the pro-
spective student my email address and/or phone num-
ber. 
 
Many thanks for your help, and all the best, 
 
Craig Cramer, DMA 
Professor of Organ 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, Indiana  USA 
574-631-7836 

http://www.nd.edu/~music/faculty/cramer.html 

Positions Available 
 
Organist and Choir Director at Bethany Reformed 
Church, Kalamazoo 
Bethany Reformed Church here in Kalamazoo (1133 
S Burdick) is looking for someone to be our organist. 
We have a beautiful pipe organ and our current or-
ganist just retired after 71 years. Needless to say, we 
haven't been in the position of looking for someone 
for this position for a while. Our services are at 10 on 
Sunday morning and we'd also like this person to be 
able to play the piano to accompany our choir. Re-
hearsals for the choir will probably be on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30. We have a blended service, with a 
praise group, as well as singing traditional hymns 
with the organ. If you know of someone who might 
be interested in this position, please let me know. 
Also, if you're aware of someone who would inter-
ested in directing our choir, we're looking to fill that 
position too.  I'd really appreciate it, whatever you 
can do to help us out. So thanks in advance for what-
ever you can do for us. If you have questions, please 
give me a call at the church at (269) 344-6151.   
Rev. Bob Terwilliger, Pastor 
 
 
Organist needed at First United Methodist Church 
in Battle Creek beginning in October.   Located in 
downtown Battle Creek, the church houses a won-
derful 3 manual Möller organ in a sanctuary with a 
domed ceiling and outstanding acoustics.  Qualified 
applicants should have a broad range of organ reper-
toire, should be experienced in leading congrega-
tional singing and accompanying ensembles and so-
loists, and should possess people skills to work suc-
cessfully with a diverse, happy congregation and 
staff.   Organist is required Sundays at 11 a.m. tradi-
tional worship service, Thursday evening adult choir 
rehearsals, special seasonal services and perform-
ances, occasional funerals and weddings, and 
monthly staff meetings.  Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Please contact Steve Raymond, 
Music Director, First United Methodist Church, 111 
East Michigan, Battle Creek, MI 48014, (269) 963-
5567, or email materials to steveray-
mond17@gmail.com. 

http://www.nd.edu/~msm/
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